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1 INTRODUCTION 

Nemai Consulting was appointed by Sakhiwo Health Solutions, on behalf of the National 

Department of Health (The Applicant) as the Independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) to conduct the Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Process for the proposed Limpopo Central Hospital, in terms of Government Notice (GN) No. 

R. 982 of 4 December 2014, as amended. This document serves as the “Comments and 

Responses Report” (CRR) which accompanies the Draft EIA Report. 

The CRR summarises the issues and queries raised, as well as statements made, by 

authorities, stakeholders as well as Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) through the 

correspondence received (including completed Reply Forms, Comments Sheets, letters, faxes 

and emails). This report also aims to address the comments through responses and input 

provided by the relevant members of the project team (including the Applicant, Sakhiwo Health 

Solutions, Nemai Consulting, Engineers and Specialists). 
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2 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES – SCOPING PHASE 

Note that the Scoping Phase of the EIA Process refers to the period after the submission of the Application Form to the Department of 

Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF) on 11 July 2019 to date. A record of all comments/concerns received during the Scoping Phase are 

included in the table below. 

NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE 
RAISED 

BY 
SOURCE RESPONSE 

RESPONSE 
BY 

1.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE NEW 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS) 
AND SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 
LIMPOPO CENTRAL HOSPITAL IN POLOKWANE, 
LIMPOPO PROVINCE 
 
The Department confirms having received the Application for 
Environmental Authorisation and Draft Scoping Report for 
the above-mentioned project on 12 July 2019. You have 
submitted these documents to comply with the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, 
as amended. 
 
Please take note of Regulation 40(3) of the EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, which states that potential Interested & 
Affected Parties, including the Competent Authority, may be 
provided with an opportunity to comment on reports and 
plans contemplated in Regulation 40(1) of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014, as amended, prior to the submission of 
an application but must be provided an opportunity to 
comment on such reports once an application has been 
submitted to the Competent Authority. 
 
Note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended, this application will lapse if the applicant 
fails to meet any of the time-frames prescribed in terms of 
these Regulations, unless an extension has been granted by 

Department of 
Environment, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries 
(DEFF) 

Letter 
(16/07/2019) 

Acknowledgement received. Nemai Consulting 
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE 
RAISED 

BY 
SOURCE RESPONSE 

RESPONSE 
BY 

the Department in terms of Regulations 3 (7) of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014, as amended. 
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National 
Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as 
amended, that no activity may commence prior to an 
Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 

2.  

We have no problem with the building of a tertiary hospital 
near our property.  

KR Phooko & 
LD Molapo  
 
(New Horizon 
Special 
School) 

Reply Form 
(12/07/2019) 

Acknowledged. The IAPs were added to IAP 
Database.  
 

Nemai Consulting 

3.  

Good day. Kindly be informed that we won't be able to attend 
the authorities meeting tomorrow as we have other 
commitments on that day, however we will appreciate every 
communication regarding the above mentioned project. 

V. Ravhugoni 
 
(Department 
of Sport, Arts 
and Culture) 

Email 
(23/07/2019) 

Acknowledged. The IAP was added to IAP 
Database to be included in all communication 
regarding the project. 

Nemai Consulting 

4.  

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR 
THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE LIMPOPO 
CENTRAL HOSPITAL IN POLOKWANE, LIMPOPO 
PROVINCE. 
 
The application form and the draft Scoping Report (SR) 
received by this Department on 12 July 2019 and the 
acknowledgement thereof dated 16 July refers. 
 
This Department has the following comments on the 
abovementioned application: 

i. Please ensure that the relevant listed activities are 
applied for, are specific and that it can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in 
the project description. The onus is on the applicant 
and Environmental Assessment Practitioner to ensure 
that only the applicable listed activities are included in 
the application form. A full assessment of impacts and 

C. Musemburi 
 
(DEFF Case 
Officer) 

Letter 
(05/08/2019) 

i. Refer to Section 8, Table 4 of the Final 
Scoping Report for a description of the 
relevant listed activities applied for. Refer to 
Section 14, Table 28 for a summary of 
potential impacts associated with the 
proposed development, and mitigation 
measures thereto.  

ii. It was not deemed necessary to submit an 
amended Application Form since the 
activities applied for do not differ and the 
most recent application form template was 
used.  

iii. Refer to Appendix F6 of the Final Scoping 
Report for a copy of all comments received 
during the review of the Draft Scoping 
Report, as well as the responses contained 
in the Comments and Responses Report 
(CRR) in Appendix H. 

Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
 
Nemai Consulting 
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE 
RAISED 

BY 
SOURCE RESPONSE 

RESPONSE 
BY 

proposed mitigation thereto of all triggered activities 
must be provided in the Final SR.  

ii. If the activities applied for in the application form differ 
from those mentioned in the final SR, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that 
the Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following 
link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms.  

iii. Please ensure that all issues raised and comments 
received during the circulation of the draft SR from 
registered I&APs and organs of state which have 
jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are 
adequately addressed in the Final SR. Proof of 
correspondence with the various stakeholders must 
be included in the Final SR. Should you be unable to 
obtain comments, proof must be submitted to the 
Department of the attempts that were made to obtain 
comments. The Public Participation Process must be 
conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 
44 of the EIA Regulations 2014 as amended. 

iv. Please ensure that a description of any identified 
alternatives for the proposed activity that are feasible 
and reasonable, including the advantages and 
disadvantages that the proposed activity or 
alternatives will have on the environment and on the 
community that may be affected by the activity as per 
Appendix 2 (1) (c) (d) and 2 (h) of GN R.982 of 2014, 
as amended is provided. Alternatively, you should 
submit written proof of an investigation and motivation 
if no reasonable or feasible alternatives exist in terms 
of Appendix 2 (2) (x) (xi).  

v. In accordance with Appendix 2 (2) (a) of the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended, the details of – 

(i) the EAP who prepared the report; and 
(ii) the expertise of the EAP to carry out Scoping 

and Environmental Impact Assessment 
procedures; must be submitted 

iv. Proof of an investigation and motivation as 
to why no reasonable or feasible 
alternatives exist, in terms of Appendix 2 (2) 
(x) (xi), is provided in Section 6 and 
Appendix I of the Final Scoping Report. 

v. Refer to Appendix A, which contains the 
details and expertise of the EAP.  

vi. Refer to Appendix B for a layout and 
sensitivity map.  

vii. Refer to Section 1 (Document Roadmap) of 
the Final Scoping Report, which shows the 
alignment between the content of the report 
with the requirements of Appendix 2 of GN 
No. R 982 of 4 December 2014, as 
amended. 

viii. A flash drive, containing an electronic copy 
of the Final Scoping Report, was submitted 
together with a hard copy of the Final 
Scoping Report, to the DEA Case Officer.  

ix. EIA Timeframes acknowledged.  

Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
 
Nemai Consulting 
 
Nemai Consulting 
 
Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
 
 
Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
Nemai Consulting 

https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE 
RAISED 

BY 
SOURCE RESPONSE 

RESPONSE 
BY 

vi. Please ensure that the final SR includes a legible site 
layout map; an environmental sensitivity map 
indicating all environmental sensitive areas and 
features; a map combining a layout map 
superimposed (overlain) on the environmental 
sensitivity map; and a regional map of the area. 

vii. You are further reminded that the final SR to be 
submitted to this Department must comply with all the 
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and 
content of Scoping reports in accordance with 
Appendix 2 and Regulation 21 (1) of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014, as amended. 

viii. Please ensure that a flash drive is submitted together 
with your FSR. 

ix. Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will 
lapse if the applicant fails to meet any of the 
timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, 
unless an extension has been granted in terms of 
Regulation 3(7). 

 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National 
Environmental Management Act, Act No 107 of 1998, as 
amended, that no activity may commence prior to 
environmental authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 

5.  

Any earth moving activities pose a threat to heritage 
resources, particularly in relatively undisturbed areas. 
Koppies, Mountains and River valleys as well as coal mining 
areas are sensitive to these types of heritage resources, 
which should be assessed for potential impacts as part of 
the HIA in terms of section 38(3) of the NHRA. The area 
surround the town of Polokwane is known for the occurrence 
of stone walled sites of the Later Iron Age. 
 
Therefore, the South African Heritage Resources Agency 
(SAHRA) Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites 
(APM) Unit requires that a HIA must be undertaken for the 

N. Khumalo 
 
(South African 
Heritage 
Resources 
Agency) 

Letter 
(16/08/2019) 

The Plan of Study for the EIA (Section 16) 
stipulates that one of the requisite specialist 
studies ‘triggered’ by the findings of the Scoping 
process, is a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA). 
The HIA, undertaken and compiled by a qualified 
archaeologist, will be submitted for comment with 
the EIA Report in the EIA Phase. The HIA will also 
be uploaded to the SAHRA system (SAHRIS) for 
comment. 

Nemai Consulting 
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE 
RAISED 

BY 
SOURCE RESPONSE 

RESPONSE 
BY 

proposed Limpopo Central Hospital. The HIA must be 
undertaken by a qualified archaeologist and the report must 
be submitted to SAHRA for commenting in the EIA phase. 
 
SAHRA APM unit will process the case further once the 
above requested reports are submitted to the case. Should 
you have any further queries, please contact the designated 
official using the case number quoted above in the case 
header. 
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3 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES – EIA PHASE 

A record of all comments/concerns received during the EIA Phase to date are included in the table below. The CRR will be updated to include all 

comments received during the review period of the Draft EIA Report, which will commence from 07 November – 06 December 2019.  

NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE RAISED BY SOURCE RESPONSE 
RESPONSE 

BY 

1.  

With reference to the DSR received by the Directorate: 
Biodiversity Conservation in respect of the above-
mentioned application, please be advised that we would not 
be able to comment on the above mentioned activity until 
the Biodiversity Impact Assessment Specialist Studies are 
undertaken. 
 
We recommend that a Biodiversity Impact Assessment 
Report that includes suitable mitigation measures identified 
and recommendations made to address the potential 
impacts must be compiled and submitted with the Final 
Scoping Report to the Directorate Biodiversity 
Conservation.  
 
The overall biodiversity objective is to minimise loss to 
biodiversity as possible. Therefore, in order to achieve this 
objective the above mentioned recommendations must be 
adhered to. 

S. 
Tshitwamulomoni 
 
(DEA Directorate: 
Biodiversity 
Conservation) 

Letter 
(22/08/2019) 

A Terrestrial Ecological Impact Assessment was 
conducted and appended to the Draft EIA Report 
(Appendix E5).  As part of the review period of 

the Draft EIA Report, a copy of the Draft EIA 
Report was submitted to the DEA Directorate: 
Biodiversity Conservation unit for comment.  
 
The Terrestrial Ecological Impact Assessment 
includes mitigation measures (refer to Section 
11.2 in the report). Refer to Section 12 for all 

recommendations provided by the specialist. The 
recommendations of the Specialist have also 
been incorporated into the EMPr (see Appendix 
H). 

Nemai Consulting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT FOR 
THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE LIMPOPO 
CENTRAL HOSPITAL IN POLOKWANE, LIMPOPO 
PROVINCE. 
 
The application form and the draft Scoping Report (SR) 
received by this Department on 12 July 2019; the 
acknowledgement thereof dated 16 July 2019; comments 
on the draft SR from this Department; the final SR dated 
August 2019 and received by the Department on 22 August 
2019, refer. 

C. Musemburi 
 
(DEFF Case 
Officer) 

Letter 
(04/10/2019) 

A copy of the Draft EIA Report was submitted to 
the DEFF Biodiversity unit, LEDET and 
Polokwane LM for review and comment. Proof of 
deliveries will be included in the Final EIA Report. 
The approach to Public Participation during the 
EIA phase is explained in Section 16 of the Draft 

EIA Report. 
 
i. The listed activities triggered by the proposed 

project are tabulated and explained in the 
context of the project in Table 4 of the Draft 

Nemai Consulting 
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE RAISED BY SOURCE RESPONSE 
RESPONSE 

BY 

The Department has evaluated the submitted final SR and 
Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment dated 
August 2019 and is satisfied that the documents comply 
with the minimum requirements of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended. 
The final SR is hereby accepted by the Department in terms 
of Regulation 22(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended.  
 
You may proceed with the environmental impact 
assessment process in accordance with the tasks 
contemplated in the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact 
Assessment as required in terms of the EIA Regulations, 
2014, as amended. 
 
Please ensure that all relevant stakeholders are provided 
with an opportunity to comment on the Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). This includes but is not limited the 
Conservation and Biodiversity Chief Directorate of this 
Department, the provincial authority and the local 
municipality. Proof of correspondence with the various 
stakeholders must be included in the Final EIR. Should you 
be unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted 
to the Department of the attempts that were made to obtain 
comments. 
 
In addition, the following amendments and additional 
information must be included in the EIR: 
i. Please ensure that the relevant listed activities are 

applied for, are specific and that it can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the 
project description. The onus is on the applicant and 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner to ensure that 
only the applicable listed activities are included in the 
application form. A full assessment of impacts and 
proposed mitigation thereto of all triggered activities 
must be provided in the Draft EIR. 

EIA Report.  Refer to Section 14 of the Draft 

EIA Report for the impact assessment. 
ii. It was not deemed necessary to submit an 

amended Application Form since the activities 
applied for do not differ and the most recent 
application form template was used. Refer to 
Appendix D of the Draft EIA Report for a copy 

of the DEFF Application Form. 
iii. The approach to Public Participation during 

the EIA phase is explained in Section 16 of 

the Draft EIA Report. All proof of notification 
and correspondence during the review period 
of the Draft EIA Report, will be included in the 
Final EIA Report. 

iv. Proof of an investigation and motivation as to 
why no reasonable or feasible alternatives 
exist, in terms of Appendix 2 (2) (x) (xi), is 
provided in Section 6 and Appendix I1 and 
Appendix I2 of the Draft EIA Report. 

v. Refer to Section 1 of the Draft EIA Report for 

the document roadmap, aligned to Appendix 
3 of the 2014 EIA Regulations, as amended. 

vi. Refer to the locality and sensitivity maps 
contained in Appendix A of the Draft EIA 

Report. For technical drawings of the 
proposed hospital master layout, concept 
floor plans, including the positions of the 
above ground storage of fuel, refer to 
Appendix C of the Draft EIA Report. 

 
The Heritage Impact Assessment, undertaken as 
part of the EIA, will be submitted to LIHRA and 
SAHRA, and will be uploaded to the South African 
Heritage Resources Information System 
(SAHRIS) for review and comment as part of the 
review of the Draft EIA Report. Refer to Appendix 
E3 of the Draft EIA Report for the Heritage Impact 

Assessment Study. 
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE RAISED BY SOURCE RESPONSE 
RESPONSE 

BY 

ii. If the activities applied for in the application form differ 
from those mentioned in the Draft EIR, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that the 
Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

iii. Please ensure that all issues raised and comments 
received during the circulation of the Draft EIR from 
registered I&APs and organs of state which have 
jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are 
adequately addressed and responded to in the Final 
EIR. Proof of correspondence with the various 
stakeholders must be included in the Final EIR. Should 
you be unable to obtain comments, proof must be 
submitted to the Department of the attempts that were 
made to obtain comments. The Public Participation 
Process must be conducted in terms of Regulation 39, 
40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the EIA Regulations 2014 as 
amended. 

iv. Please ensure that the identified alternatives for the 
proposed activity are feasible and reasonable, including 
the advantages and disadvantages that the proposed 
activity or alternatives will have on the environment and 
on the community that may be affected by the activity as 
per Appendix 2(1)(c)(d) and 2 (h) of GN R.982 of 2014. 
Alternatively, you must submit written proof of an 
investigation and motivation, if no reasonable or feasible 
alternatives exist in terms of Appendix 2 (2)(x)(xii). 

v. You are further reminded that the Draft EIAR to be 
submitted to this Department must comply with all the 
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and 
content of Scoping reports in accordance with Appendix 
2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended. 

vi. Please ensure that the Final EIR includes at least one 
A3 regional map of the area and that the locality maps 
included in the Final EIR illustrate the different proposed 
alignments and above ground storage of fuel. The maps 

 
Refer to Section 16 for details of the public and 

authority 30-day review period of the Draft EIA 
Report. The 30-day review period of the Draft EIA 
Report will commence from 07 November to 06 
December 2019. Copies of the Draft EIA Report 

will be submitted to Authorities for review and 
comment. A hard copy of the Draft EIA Report will 
be available at the Polokwane Public Library, and 
an electronic copy of the Draft EIA Report will be 
available on the following link: 
http://www.nemai.co.za/environmental.html.   
 
This requirement will be complied with as part of 
the final submission to DEFF. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms
http://www.nemai.co.za/environmental.html
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NO. COMMENT / QUERY / ISSUE RAISED BY SOURCE RESPONSE 
RESPONSE 

BY 

must be of acceptable quality and as a minimum, have 
the following attributes: 

 Maps are relatable to one another; 

 Cardinal points; 

 Co-ordinates; 

 Legible legends; 

 Indicate alternatives; 

 Latest land cover; 

 Vegetation types of the study area; and 

 A3 size locality map. 
 
Further it must be reiterated that, should an application for 
Environmental Authorisation be subject to the provisions of 
Chapter 11, Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources 
Act, Act 25 of 1999, then this Department will not be able to 
make not issue a decision in terms of your application for 
Environmental Authorisation pending letter from the 
pertinent heritage authority categorically stating that the 
application fulfils the requirements of the relevant heritage 
resources authority as described in Chapter 11, Section 38 
(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999. 
 
The applicant is hereby reminded to comply with the 
requirement of Regulation 45 with regard to the time period 
allowed for complying with the requirements of the 
Regulations.  
 
You are requested to submit two (2) copies of the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to the Department and 
at least one electronic copy (USB) of the complete final 
report with the hard copy documents. 

3.  
Hi Christian, 
Please find my contact details below. 

C. Le Roux Email 
(21/10/2019) 

The contact details of the IAP were included into 
the latest IAP database (Appendix F). 

Nemai Consulting 

 

 


